

BOOK IV.

CHAP. I.

Concerning liberality, and its extremes, illiberality and
prodigality.

1. IN the next place let us speak concerning liberality. It
seems to be a mean about wealth ; for the liberal man is
praised not in warlike concerns, nor in those cases in which
the temperate [is concerned], nor yet in judicature, but for
the giving and receiving of property j and rather in the
giving. But we call all those things property, the value of
which is measured by money.

2.  Moreover, prodigality and illiberality are excesses and
defects about property.   And we charge illiberality always
upon those who are more solicitous than is right concerning
their property, and sometimes by combination we apply [the
term] prodigality to the intemperate; for we denominate
the incontinent and those expensive upon intemperance,
prodigals; hence these seem to be the most depraved ; for
they have at the same time many vices.    They are not how-
ever appositely designated 5 for a prodigal will be one who
has one certain vice, the wasting of Ms property; for the
prodigal is he who is ruined by himself 5 ^ut;^e reduction
of one's property seerns to be a certain de$|pbtion of the
person, as life is preserved by means of that.   In this sense
then we take prodigality.

3.  Now whatever there is any use for, it is possible to
use both well and ill; but riches are of the number of